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Front cover A pair of British 
Aerospace Sea Harrier FR5. ] V/STOL 
fighters from Wo BOQ Sqn head back to 
ENAS Yeovilten after a practice 
bombing eord# al ih* Hofbeacb 
range. Leading this cwo ahip 
formation is IteuteMM Al McLaren, 
the only Royal Navy Reserve Sea 
Harrier pilot in the fleet Air Arm, His 
wingman on this occasion la 
Lieutenant Dicky Payne, a former 
Lyme helicopter pilot with No SIS Sqn 
{Tarty WafjnmO 

Bach covet This fascinating line-up 
ol naval airpower. p,-t*i and present, 
greeted visitors to Yeovil ton 's 
Families Day in June 1990. The 
histone aircraft in the from row. all rf 
which are normally on display in (he 
FAA Museum In the background, are 
{right to tefi}: Vo u g ht F^U-6 Corsair 
Mk A : Armstrong Whitworth 5e* 

Hawk FCA.6: de Havitend Sr,., 


Venom FAW.21; Douglas Sleyrajcter 
AEW.2; Supermarine Scimitar F. 1 and 
de Havi Eland Sea Vixen FAW.2. Back 
row {right to left J; a pair oE Sea 
Harrier FR5.1 s: Hawker Hunter T.8M; 
Huntof T-7 and English Electric 
Canberra TT, 1 &. Sharp eye* will upol 
the ex-US Marine Corps McDonnell 
Douglas F-45 Phantom U parked 
outside the Museum (Dennis AaMry^ 


Title png* Two of the three Reel Air 
Arm Sea Hamer squadrons deploy 
from their ahcue^base at RNAS 
Yecvtllonto the Royai Navy's three 
Invincible class aircraft carrier* Us 
required. Lashed securely to the 
flight deck of HMS Ark Royal{ RG7). 
this Se* HjiTTierFFS.] ol No SOL Sqn 
displays i« tWUnrp gal underwing 
fuel tanks and Two belly-mounted 
30 mm Aden cannon pods 
{Tony Holmes) 


Right Cap) Robin Shercliff. 

Yeovillon's current commanding 
officer is we]] suited to the post 
having flown Iaji jet* {Scimitars and 
Sea Vixens], as well as commando 
helicopters (Wessex}, he also 
commanded HMS Hermes' carrier ate 
group during the Battle ol the South 
Ailan.Be, sc knows belter than moat 
the capabilities of the Sea Harrier. 
Apari from hi* dunes as boss oE one of 
NATO'a busiest airfield* hr, *]jo 
heads the station's determined elJort* 
to restore Si Bartholomew's 
YeOVilton's 'uffli' church bounded 
On two sides by taxi ways and vary 
dear to Fleet Air Arm hearts. More 
donation* are needed if the bells are 
once more ie ring without Ihe tower 
tailing down 
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Introduction 


Royal Naval Air Station Yeovihon is situaied in 
the English county of Somerset. The sheer 
diversity of aircraft ope rating tram (he base is 
simply amazing and spans almost the entire 
history of Naval aviation, from the Swordfish (o 
the Sea Harrier. 

What really makes Yeovilton different from 
other Superbases though ia its singularly 
British naval character. RNAS Yeovillon is, to 
the Royal Navy. HMS Heron. Although a shore 
establishment it is run and organized exactly 
Mite a ship and, like a ship, it has a sense of 
community and robust good humour 
unequalled elsewhere- The Army would call it 
esprit de corps but it's more subtle than that, 
and lo really understand, it (he outsider has to 
learn (o speak 'pu&so r‘. 

Thus Commando Sea Kings become 
'junglies' (because they're painted green and 
it distinguishes them from the rival 'pingers' of 
the anti-sub community). The Sea Harriers 
become SHARs, and if you want io enquire 
about any aircraft in general you aak about the 
‘cabs'. Occasionally, Jack injects his own ready 
wit and quite senior officers can also find 
themselves describing an unserviceable 
aircraft as having 'gone tits'. 

In (he half-century since Westland's chief 
lest pilot Harald Penrose first landed in a 
marshy Somerset field, RNAS Yeovilton has 
seen many changes, hasted many famous 


people and aircraft, and garnered for itself an. 
impressive list of 'firsts' and records; today 
you can also watch the comings and goEngs of 
this front lino base from a special viewing 
gallery in one of the best aviation museums in 
the world. 

If you do, spare a moment to look across the 
airfield. Tucked into a comer of the south side 
is the tiny village from which the station takes 
its name . The tower of its church, St 
Bartholomew's, is a clearly visible landmark, 

81 Barts hag a special place in Yeovilton s 
affections; more than a few naval aviators have 
married there, and others, young men all, rest 
in the quiet part of the churchyard set aside for 
them, If ever there was a reminder of the price 
we pay for peace it’s when the great airbase 
falls silent for the lone bugler. 

The last post ia, however, always followed 
immediately by revelhe. With the Church no 
longer able to maintain it, St Barts was 
threatened with an inevitable decline into 
disrepair and collapse. Happily, its 
stewardship is now in the hands of the air 
station and restoration, funded entirely from 
voluntary contributions, has begun. 

The 'sharp end' of naval aviation may bo the 
carriers, but their aircraft are merely 
deployed 10 them they Jive at Yeovilton. Like 
flocks of migratory birds they always return, 

Home is HMS Heron- Superbase Yeovillon. 

Right Matt sadly topEacod by itro-isg, buE deiadedJy 
unaeaiheuc, security gates, the wardroom had for many 
yens these impressive curved EJta.mp.lca (the ftlhai baLf 
featured a Scimitar which should indicate their dale of 
Inception). Do- no; be f&olad by the yoking woman's 
disarming smile if you're a potential terrorist though 
the rifle ilmg la worn in llua SlieeiwLSfi fashion ot IhOse 
trained to deal with such people 
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Hawker Heritage 


High! Th.L* SHAH a facing prepared [or some minor work on the noaewhoel- The 
aircraft it 'annod' with a Sidewinder acquisition roundfor ose Ln air-to-air 
crnnhai training. Of annular appearance h (ho ACMI (Air Combat WanoOnvoiing 
Irwtnim on tailed) pod which would bo earned when deployed to trumimeeled 
ranges such as Deci and the North Sea 

Below 'Granule" are a vital and nocoasary piece of Idi when aircraft are 
operating whether on land or al sea, Ando from the ofcwigu* 'hard hm’ benefit*, 
the ear defenders are essential quiet the Hairier a non! There is a long- 
e tan ding tradition ol decorating one 'a personal denial. Designs, as we shall see 
Later, can get guile com pie* 

















flhovfl TheSea Harrier'a bigbubble coruppy le a greet improvement over the 
*Af‘ CK.S. With omfy ih« comforting shape ot Mamn-ltaka t's handiwork 
between rhe pilot and 360 degree vision, this □no-iLmn 'ground attack' aircraft ia 
a COiSLLtai-prO'.'en riegf.ghte r, leg 


fright This Sea HArrier is mbodt to depart for an air-Eo-air sorb a againai the 
Hunsnrs of FEADU i.of which mate latex)the small vaneahdad of she windscreen 
is a simple weathercock io assini I ho pilot in judging cro®awindB in line hotel. 
The canopy may be big. bui it's anil a tight in in there. The sent in question m ihn 
Mk 10 xero-Mro vei-adon eiaonital in view of (ho Harrier 'a remarhable flight 
envelope ogrosj: through the canopy being aided by the miniature doiowuirug 
cordmouldedinto the Petipas 


30 




























Left A return ii> YwsTfltan means that the fe-iYg-Lneo-T* pm catch up an the deep 
mruntp;wuu» nol pOiSLbJe in the coniines of u caniei, The SHAK, tike Ed 
Hemetnam'a Sky hawk, doesn't nnd wing folding (or stowage on board . The 
totding now provides arcos; so sHq yjrtfn “blACk boies" ([ah Gurthw.ntr) 

JU.DVS Lm«d up like Jtraghu ready iei Unit joint. 899 J a SHAEs await shelf pilot!. 
'DANCER AIRCRAFT ARMED' thfl rign Bays. The Sea Hard**'* Bloo Fqk radar 
has proved highly dfudiw in combat, Eta a 5 egam nnxnJ contours are due to be 
replaced by the somewhat leasaeaftanc liiuM of the radomefor *a BJun Viien 
radar, a feature of the FRS.2 irud-lita updale wlueh will enabJe the Sea Harrier to 
engage urges* at beyond initial range. The large building in the background u 
she Floor Aar Arm Muaeutn. and the recently extended "Hatory of V/STOL' 
gallery overtook! thu very Eight Un*. Thi# uniquely allows aindy of the earliest 
luatory of vertical night whitit the righl, Bound, and aroma oE the latest 
development ous be experienced Jiuc outride. This is very much a Hiving 
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Below These pieiLUea Wore Lalieri in Lha summe r or I BOO as Ibn V/STOL .gftHwry 
ww borog rowliod tor opening, Thu mnllvd in 'Cieil Grandad' coming out for 
some air and a fresh coal of paint. Progenitor of lira SHARa ii proudly overlooks, 
thu oajrly da'wiLqpninh.T (P41&T} airframe is a wry different machine mdoed 
from today's cempteic and capable multi-role Gghier 

Loft Thfl overall dark grey 'low vb' ichsma dales from the Falkland* campaign, 
whore the Harrier ^Sidewinder combination proved deadly. TrLallad and 
delivered during thee eotblid wee a twin Eaunthei tor the 'Winders which 
doubled the aircraft's HAM armament without compromising the inboard 
pylons. The SUM can carry a variety of weaponry, including iron and cluster 
bombs, 'smart 1 liior^gidded munitions, and Sou Eagle sir-to-IRi.rfq.ee mkssilettfor 
the anti-shipping role- Also visible are the be Ely-m cun led Aden 30 nun 
cannons an essential adjunct tor bo * aU-io-aii end abr^DOHurCaca combat at 
do so ranges ('Mac'AfacSbnzroJ 
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Above Ail Harriet* bonOSt from the invention of the ramp take-off. Conceived 
by Lt Cdi D Taylor Ihe ramp adds considerably to the payluad 4 Harrier can liJl 
off lhe dock by imparting a ballistic component to (he vital first moment* in ihe 
air. As can be seen m this view the longer nOso cl the two-seater is balanced by 
a taller fin and extended nil boom housing the aft reaction jets (for yaw control 
in Ibe hover}- A ventral Sn completes the mods required 

Left Worries fully down a SHAH fitted with the bolt-on flight refuelling probe 
cornea 10 the hover ever the approach to the ramp, stirring up a cloud cl 
recently mown grass, Evidenl in this view ia the rural nature ef TfeovUipn'a 
surroundings 
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Li 'a lata afternoon as this SHAR hil* tha ramp for another Launch. Being Aung 
jtywaxdj tn th:= Way may item d.rn_ntlr twlC ia a straightinward □poioHon for tho 
piioi. The increased weight taSte-offH made possible by ifto ramp significant? 
mip cove the aireiaira range and payload 
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Above The rawed. cockpil gives Ihe imtrunor an axealEent vtq*, bul adds to thc- 
gawkineti of i!n e rwo-*aaier on Lts bicycle wdonsinucie. TT.ls is further 
emphaaizBd by the subptifution oC airflow strikes in place of the twin cannon 

Loll NfixU A Sidowiiuie r.toting Sen Harnnr cranks up lor n& wirn on Qse ramp 
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There us three Sea Humor squadron* horae-twisd si KKS Mown. No 899 NAS 
aa ihfr nutting liroi lb as couim the moatl frequently seen, Hun distinctive 
win god gaunlEal (dating back in il» proaonl Eorro to the day* ef slio Sa* Vfrten), 
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Nob SCO and 801 Sqna ate the 'from Line' uniis and etui 01 boih are cohsionDy 
depkjy&d to Hip wttwjt. Thin immscuUHe gmnipiB u SOI's 'tK^eamobile', The 
Float Air Aim is naiad far its social traditions and. squadrons have bean known 
in fl.ih.Mid »apd±ognn fanctfOttl with cwnpiarbiinds in 'unit w fouls', In tho case of 
SOI Hus cb of course black and while chequers! 
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Lnft As (lay becomes evening the aircraft are puihiHt back mio thehangars, 
flying may be ever ter now but essentia] work wilt continue through the mghc to 
ensure that the 'cabs ! are on the line in the morning 

Above Tin* picture provide* 4 neat link to an earlier Hawker thoroughbred. the 
Hunter, about which more anon. Sea Harriers fly air combat naming missions 
against the F- 3 S Eagle during deployments to Hie vast NATO range at Deci 
iDecirsomaimu in Sardinia, the subject of SUPERBASE 4 and known universally 
*5 u Doct' picmoLuicutl 'Detchee'J. The F-1&has * formidable Song range fcjl] 
capability, but it la by no means certain to beat the SHAR in a visual deg light. 
Impressive victory tallies against the F-IS are reported by Sea Harrie r pilots 
whenever the two fighters tangle. Indeed, there are certain air forces who 
refuse to play at all once they knew the adversary is a Sea ftwripr 
(yvEsfivciicsremtie) 
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He Uo 11'iUJH!' These 1.WO photogenic [dLnui are- two of the civilian pnLnln who fly 
Hunters with FRADU the Fleet Requirements end Air Direction Unit. FRADLT 
hee it number pJ iJika mn gancj from providing targets and simulating hostile 
aircraft ter Royal Wavy ships r re ai*isuttg ±u the training of RN tighter cenirbUGr* 
(another of Teovihoiis many facets). Flying military aircraft (especially 
HuMersI) hill-time as a civilian ta clearly one of the better jobs In aviation, and 
the FRADU pilot* certainly give the imprwRon of being a very contented bunch 





Above Hunts r '£22' a few moments earlier having juai m nved on Lhe south 
dupeml'i busy flight line. The groundsa runs a quick enema] check for any 
leaka qt piobinms before shoMtown. following which the pilot* will be allowed 
out. A* befit* Lhtjji many hours on type the alrerafE has been very precisely 
lamed onto Ihe chock, hence (he exactly placed ladder* 





























Preceding pages Ignition! "Hie Hunter's treaty Avon turbojet howl* imp life 
using the standard throe shut turbo-miter system which, by means of a 
miniature gas turbine and sell-red notion gear and clutch, drives on the Irani of 
the math engine shaft and accelerates the engine to a self-sustaining 2000 rpm 
[Dennis lUldry} 

Right Evan iniia two-aeai form the Hunter retains its classic elegance of ling. 
The year 1991 will see the 40ih annlvenmry of Sir Sydney Camm'a much loved 
dMLgti, and iheie is every reason to suppose that more than a few will still be 
around (or the huff-century 

Above Reminiaceril of a scene Irom 5 -tp Carlos Water during the FaMands 
ceitflJtt in 1 93S2, a Hunter T,1 masquerade* ,ui ihn 'enemy' as it swoopi in 
between iho Royal Fleet Auxiliary (RFA) Bine flavorand the Type 42 destroyer 
HMS jBi'jmitrghajn, During the course of this Basrc Operational Sc* Training 
4RG5T) mission, ttus FRADU Hunter performed both 'attacking aircraft' and 'w 
skimming nussilo' attack profiles {Tony ffOfnrea) 
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Left Aft Itutant idsc&gtml*" teaiuro of of YoC Villon's Hunloni lf ilia Varloy 

light tn the mat. ft a mainly tued t& assist la iraclcing (he airerDsfE whoa imgagad 
in calibration work (Jftiuiij Baldly") 

Aha-vn A delightful study of the clastic Hunter in ils alomeni. The lineage oC 
active Hiwltar urtrait stretches back ovon further *1 Yoovillon.,. {foo Moreen 
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Lai*. . the Scu Hawk, A Enl generation straight-wing jet, served the ftM well for 
jTiflnj 1 years, and iv,w Luj a* od by F71ADU (then known Bimply as the Flee* 
Requirements Unit FRll> H under the auspices el Airwork ai Hdrn), Pvnted all- 
blatk, these aircraft were -guaranteed to cause a stir wherever they wnnt in An 
era of Fh a n lo rat 4nd Buccaneers-. This roagnificenlly restored example iho 
only airworthy Sea Hawk tn ihe world w** originally a Culdrose project. Ai 
operating costs mounted It was brought tinder the wing of the Historic Flight and 
moved to YcoviLton. After several seasons on the atrshow circuit it received a 
major overhaul, emerging in late-1939 in pristine condition. The markings are 
those of Ho SOfl^AS 

Above Sadly il has been decided that the fundi to keep the Sea Hawk flying 
simply aren 'I available. At the time of writing lit fare it undecided, but il seems 
possible Hint it could be sold Co a private buyer. This may well mean that It goes 
to America, e major 10*a ter British historic aviation (Joe Mercer) 
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aim [obosvnn and heard at Yeovil ton u»cU recently wore the hbalorte nighi’s 
two examples of HawJcar'a ultimate piston-engined fighter, the 5a* Fury. 
Representing the peak of piai on-engined lighter dova]opinetil, the So .1 Fury we, 
actually a match tor some of ill jet conlempnrarwss. Indeed, during tha Korean 
Ware MiC-13 jel fighter wan shut down bye Sea Fury, No one would suggest 
that the encounter w« in any way the norm {the Sea Fury was osad primarily tn 
the ground attack role), tain, u serves 1o 1 lluscrate that the basic design, by then 
two generationso)d. was exceptional. true. Ihe SfM FuryFB.H seen here. was 
in fact the first production aircraft. being completed m 19*7. Atier nn active 
service Me it was re-purchased by hawker Aircraft in the early I S60s with the 
Intention ot Including it in a collection ot historic company types. This scheme 
proved 1o be impracticable and. the fully refurbished, aircraft was presented to 
the Historic Flight, who delighted arrahow crowds with it tor many yean. It wax 
leal in 19® when its pika, unable to penuade both undercarriage togs to come 
down, was loft with no alternative but to abandon the aircraft over the sea. With 
the loss ot the F6. ] 1. the Flight's silver Sea Fury 7.20 coiUmued to demonstrate 
that the two-seater version has virtually the same performance aa Lis mom 
belligerent relative. Those Lucity enough lobe invited to Yoovilton's families 
day in 1990 were treated to a majestic display of power and agility from tluj 
t:2}\ Sadly the sound of its mighty Centaur us was not to echo around the 
Somerset hills for moth longdr- A little over a month later WCB55 suffered an 
eogiiwj failure on taketoH, and was written off in the subsequent forced landing. 
Fortunately, the pilot and aincTewman were only slightly hurt. With supreme ill- 
luck the pilot was the same officer who had wittered the earlier undercai rlage 
mishap 10 the JingloMtost FB. 111 'Mac' MncKeimtt) 













Ah! de Havilland 



Hawker isn't the only gteai nNutpre 1o be found at Yeovilton. The products of (he 
do K*viLl<uvd company both ihe patetii and its Canadian adtraidiaiy are also 
much lb evidence. Hordn Flight operates two Chipmunk primary tramers far 
Historic Flightproficiency flying and, *i weekends, tar glider (owing 
Something eE an anachronism in (ho jet ago, the 'Chippie' mixes metal and fabric 
constructor, and is not exactly overpowered. Unlike many modem club' types 
il ia noi vicclcweither and needs 1o be treated with the proper reaped dun (o an 
old tady (this author actually did once find himself "upside down wnh nothing on 
the dock,. .'but that's another story). Nevertheless u is fully aerobatic and a joy 
to fly 




































Above These (me aircraft are not to be scrapped, but sold to private collectors 
They will no doubt continue to ope rule for «long a* spares con t» found 

Left With three gieena indicating ihal the landing gear is dorm and locked, we 
descend from the aimiit plains above to Ihe more EamiLiar Somerset landscape, 
A formation approach to land seoma uppropriM* «ihe occasion 
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En July 1990 there remained but one Herein albeit a rather special one . XM2W 
4(1 delivered now in Use red and blue livery at the Queen** flight. As befitn ihn 
Sovereign 'a transport. it had a VIP interior. Austere by today'a standards, there 
were nevertheless comfortable Leather seats and a telephone by which an 
Important Person could conumitdailo directly with- the pilot, Following its time 
with the RAF. ‘£96 eventually came on ttfi charge m 1672- 5tlU a VIP transport, it 
features the traditional and distinctive green Cheat Line of an Admiral's Bhrge, in 
this esse FQNA Flag Officer Naval Aviaoon 
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The ultimate development of the Q.K, IPO Vampire suigta-aeat jet fighter which 
finl flow in September 1943, the Sea Venom wa* the Fleet Air Ann’s firal all- 
weaihET jot fighter. Although no beauty compared to the pinion-engined 
D.H. 1M Sea Hornet which it replaced, the See Venom was capable of $90 mph 
and featured finned tip tank*, power-fOlding wings and, in the case at due 
FAW.S1 version seen here, US radar and the redesigned tail of the RAF Venom 
HF.S night fighter. Not before time, final production batches of (ho Sea Venom 
incorporated Mortm-Bote r MJH ejection seals: {many early Sea Venoms wore 
■milady retrofitted). The Sea Venom nerved the FAA faithfully for fifteen yean. 
Ite laH machine being retired from wNl was then the Fleet Requirements Unn 
irfllJl at Yeovil ton on 6 October ] 970. Thia gleaming Sea Venom FAW.S11 
(WW LSflj la in the Hire of the FAA Museum 












Higfat Moving Iron forties to fifties technology, the nexi generation RN' ftcrhler. 
(ha DJI. 11D Sea Vixen, wu to se rve (ha F AA for over a decade until roplncod by 
lha worid-bujiinq McDonnell Douglas F--S Phantom B in I96fl. Armed with I out 
F ireatieak or Red Top. (FAW.2 only) alr-lg-iir muiiJin, the Sea Vixsn was the 
first fully missile-equipped fighter m Float wi-vicc. In oonj unction with the 
totally now weapons system fined to the FAW .2, Rod Top enabled (ho Son Vixen 
to intercept targets from virtually any aspect, especially head-on. AJiermuively, 
armed wilh I MO Lb bomba, SuUpirp air-lo-eurfaoe missiles and/or rocket pods. 
Iho Soa Vixen could pack a punch In the aitncie role- No FAA Sea Vixen was ever 
*a colourful as this visitor Erom LLandbedr in Wales. Otto of a pair of FAW, 2 m 
operated by the Ministry of Defence (Procurement Executive) a* chine aircraft 
and (or miss He trUJe work. this Sea Vixen Is strangely reminiscent of ihe D.H-I ID 
prototype which flrsi flow on 36 September 1351 

Above The Sea Vixen's large central nacelle, highly swept wing and twin-boom 
(uaelage with the horizontal tail earned at the top of sharply robed Sm made 
it almost Lmpouibla m confuse with anything else m the sky Another distinctive 
recognition EaatiiTO ts the pdoi's canopy. oEfsol 1o the Left so as to make room (or 
a radar operator {still eaMad an 'Observer' 1 by the Navy), lower down on lha 
tight In the central nacelle. Wilh only a Unfed rooE window above 1o give him a 
view of ihe outlaid q world, the poor observer definitely came off second beet ton 
the cockpit siakas; not for nothing Wax his petition known as '(ha coal hole'. As 
ftie las! of the I4fi Sea Vixens huih were Withdrawn from FAA use in 1STL slocks 
of spare parts for the two Liandbedi aircraft [the World '■ last airworthy Soa 
Vixens), are probably on lha low side which may explain the Automobile 
Association Relay' breakdown slicker noied on che observer's window of this 
machine. 
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Unencumbered by armament, radar, flight refuelling probe and eworted 
Llonu Of nnlfa] paraphernalia, lira Llajidbqdr Sp.r Viiena .ire prob-tbly npnifily 
performers compared! to operational FAW.2*. Powered by two flolls-Royee 2(30 
turbojets wUh a fl^a 3we3 ai j!ec tftjTUt rating ol 13,350 3b. (ho Soa Visen ia 
capable ot sustaining about 630 mph (Mach O.SH > on the level at medium altitudes 
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Ships and SHARs 

HM5 Ark Royal, somewhere in ttislfjrth Sea. September 1990. The 

tf 'd tie ol Yeovilton'a fed K«rion » of course deployment at sea wilh the 
Flom. Without the Harrier and the camera HMS Invincible and HMS Hermes (the 
ti[terMfF#HMv«wilh the Endian Navy as INS Virus#, the UX would not have 
been able to mount Operation Corporate and successfully recover the Falltiand 
Esliutdi from Argentina m May 1963 , Prior to the Falkland* conflict, the Navy'* 
fisod-wing aiipowai was in decline: Britain's East conventional carrier, the 
Etrnrih HMS Ark Royal, had fallowed HMS Eagfo to the breaker’s yard in 1&79 
and her Phantoms and Buccaneers transferred to the &AF. The advent of the 
much amaller InvtodW* eftu* "thro ugh-deck cruiser' and the Sea Harriet was 
seen aa a cost-effective way af maLpnntung a useful carrier capability: even is, 
HMS Invincible was almost a old to Australia as part ol a further round of defence 
an* which planned to reduce the number af fiW carriers from three to (wo. Post- 
Falkland*, the Navy now feels able to again talk openly about rife earner force* 
being reasonably confident thal at last British politicians understand the need 
for organic naval aiipowet [Jon Garthwmtc't 






A pair of Sidewinder-ioung 23-tAfta prepare 10 mnui aboard as an AE7W 
Ssr King runs op, Imlanlly rowgnizablD duo to in edenui ndu dune, the 
airborne out \y *swung verriofl o! mo Egng-inrvsng So.i King is * direct remit si 
Lessons painfully re-leamad by the Navy during iho Falkland* COdilUci; attack 
aircraft of the Argentina air force and navy pressed homo [he it (macks from low 
level (below the radar ho men sf waietiips defending (ho task force), and unit 
HMS jShejfieid, Coventry, Argonr. Aiuotopv, KFA Str CaJaftad and MV A Hairdo 
Con veyor, So acule was die need For AEW in iho South Atlantic ihai even the 
FA.A Murmim was approached to see if any Fairey Cannot AEW aircraft (retired 
ifftfli service after HIVtS Ark Rofai was docomiTOMioned). could be made 
airworthy. The AE W Sea King is known colloquially as a 'bag'; u* grey-pa inled 
cousin. the Sea King HAS,S/S and -submarine warfare {ASW) aircraft is called a 
■pwiger' for toriy obvious reasons, ASW Sea Kings do no! IWoat Yeovilton; ihey 
aje based at ANAS Cnliitoae in Cornwall fjon 
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Sill water fflhd madfiiiMW aro not bail 
mixed. To prevent ear reaioti n i!h.o 
and of each day's Dying, lieih water 
ii drawn Lhiough dm atiD-ninumg 
engine (/aa Garthwaut>) 






Cranials, Hawks and 
Hot Potatoes 


Below Working with aeroplanes i* not mudh different from any other 
engineering job when they' re siane. But Add rciors, jet wash, slippery surfaces, 
ciLromE nOiw lovolr. and a rolling, pitching ship; a«uan the mixture with a 
dash at M urphy's h*w and human failings, and you have an eaceUem recipe far 
accidents, fa ihe or emu* buncos il is a groat tribute lo the training and 
prefes b ionalism al (he matniamera that so faw incidents do occur. An essential 
part of the business of being safe around operating aircraft is the ‘cranial 1 . Now 
general issue, this American designed piece of kil waa once a much sought- 
ailer prae whenever the Brits got anywhere near a source ol supply, such as a 
visiting US earner (Jan CarihwarraO 

Right Unhko the Americans however, Ihe Fleet Air Arm issues cndials lo 
individuals thus providing scope for the traditional amsilc talents of aaifam ihe 
world over. This rather splendid ojwunpte or an electric cranial (a headset 
rather than simple ear defenders) was ipettnd at dawn »the firm sortie 
prepared 10 launch fromTretlen 
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Above A lifllo Safer in lh«day a*dm tab waj refuelled this less elaborate, but 
none the Lew intriguing. Cfbiltlemerged. Yellow hammer and-sickle onlhe 
back ' CCCP' on the Iron! 

Right When the aircraft aren't working' thing* take on a leas dramatic air. But 
life ensures that the maintained don't have it too easy a* lht* example at an 
improvised maintenance platform illustrates 
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JLtaowsTbo Royal Navy h in common with other Mrtico* around, the globe, has 
tong recognised that women can do most | obs that men can end ^npinooring is 
no exception. One of YopnJton'a many responsibilities u training those young 
women, who may wall be amongst (ho firrt (o servo alongside the menataea. An 
(he Sea Harrier (raining aquadfon, ®9$i h« a oommUment to (each the 
meinMinm of vinous trades iha special requirements of (he 5HAR 

Right Similarly. 707 hn» tfio same function within the jiinglie community, and it 
too baa trainee tweakara. Those two nro clearly impressed by an intrepid 
cameraman balancing preeanpualy on lhn top pf their aircraft 
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AmUtar unique Yea viltan feature lb q breeding facility tor bird* □; prey The 
[il-Miui arfl lEifqa an invaluable addition 10 the armoury of the Bird Cam re] Unit 
Bi rd-sir ike s ua a major Inward to military alter ait which, by die nature of iheir 
CTade, must trespass eimiholagicnf airspace. The affects at oven a 1 lb bird 
■unking an aircraft travelling at SCO knot* does nol require much elaboration, 
rather spoiling the bird's day, and possibly leading 1o the lose of the aircraft. Not 
surprisingly, a lot et eftori grow into keeping bLrds and aeroplanes apart. The 
BCU '-lsm all the conventional method* broadcast distress calls, pyrotechnics, 
and even shotguns, but the unit has found that there'* nothing like a ialcoh 
overhead to get a flock of bLrd* on the move. The need lor EitloOns led 1o the 
establishment of a breeding facility. Such w the level of expertise, knowledge 
and commiittiati! n**d*d for the job that the leader of the unit. CPO J int Lagan, is 
now an internationally respected authority on falconry. Hi* work in this field was 
aub*eqitenELy recognized with the award of the BEM. No teaser export is PC 
’Taff Jones seen hero with Arise, a banner Falcon hutched at Yeovilton in Lflfie. 
PO Jones has two assistants, namely LAM Hughes and NAM Colo. These four 
men and their ] 9 birda have between them ensured that Yeovdten has one of the 
lowest bud-iinke rules in the world 
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Right Every now md then the lire section (with, scarcely disguised glee) drops 
a 'hoi potato'm the station's lap. Thaw are no-nolice drills designed so teHS 
response umpj nod efficiency in the evens ol an emergency. To be truly 
effective the hot potato muss be arranged in scerd. i dsfficull task in a 
community .is close as a navaJ air station. The unlontmnte diap at:en here w*s 
from a party which had been Jio-.vn «p from Portland thinking shey were Jo visil 
the 'dunker', followed by a qmet afternoon in ihg Wmoum nnd i* probably etUJ 
wondering guile bow he ended tip m a held, several miles from Iteovtlton, 
Liberally covered in theatrical blood and gore 

Above At the appointed hour a co^orwpirator sn the tower calls she crash alert. 
Wish only an eat united (rack for the supposedly incoming aircraft io work from, 
anylhiog airborne tMh* area u requested to search for she 'caauahy'. First on 
the scene was ono ef TQT's Sea Kings. Once the position qf the inctdonl is known 
the station's crash and medical (earns scramble. Other aircraft quickly arrive 
and assessments are relayed concerning landing site*, casualties, and the scale 
cf aastatnncn required 
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JUsqvq Twenty minutes sincelhe hrsi 
alarm and the sun is already well 
down in the west. (The gathu: mg 
gto&irt juai Jidda a I istlo more lo the 
rescuers' difficulties.) Things its now 
iBELCh more ordered. casualties 
accounted for and prioritised Jot 
medovsc, One of the Bret people off 
the rapid response .lirciaft is she 
mcidcni control officer who co¬ 
ordinates rescue activity directly 
from the rile 

Right The mosl seriously 'injured* 
are bleed directly otrt from (he 
nearest landing site reached by the 
reecue party after a strenuous climb 
up a rough track, th cough a 
hedgerow and over a ditch into (he 
field. Paramedics brace ihcmaeSvea 
as the first aircraft leaves. The ness 
helicopter is already orbiting to 
eoileci the stretcher eases 
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Cold Fingers and Junglies 

Left One of Yeovillon'i major and regular comma tmentj is support oE NATO's 
Norther ti Flank. the Ircnt tine at which is north oi the Arctic Circle in Norway. 
The Royal Marine*, and the poEoto their supporting helicopters. spend several 
months oE each year deployed to forward Landing sites in Norway. The 
condition* are harsh and flying almost anywhere involve* 'rroasLag rugged and 
dangerous terrain. Survival training ts taken very seriously indeed. This view 
mu taken on a relatively warm day. An unaeasonal thaw has actually milled the 
snow down in live valley, and even begun 1o break up the ice in the l}ord below. 
The moiunams in the distance bolder KJerfcwa ranges, e vast and desolate 
arctic training area. Film- buffs will recognise these from the 'Tee Planet Kcth" 
scenes in George Lucas’ motion picture Star Wan 

Below Li Gdr Lee Port, M8't boss, demonatratos why junglies have fiat bottoms. 
In the left hand sear ts La Pufloid, an eu-pauiot or Hie Antipodes, whose skill at 
cocktail mixing provided the aalhor with one cl the more memorable 
experience* during hu sojourn with the squadron 












Left Well actually dm guitaflai. The 5ua Kmg was originally required co bo 
cjpjJjle ol alighting on wafor, BO Sikorsky biult IE Will 4 ' bn at' shaped kml, The 
HC,» Commando is a Wtetlitid development of the basic Sea King airframe, 
dna-gn-cMi for the Egyptian Army. Intended tar land u*e. Che mam gear was fined 
,L'id ihe aponabna duLutnd io hw weight. This view also reveals further 
evidence of iti amu-sub origins- m the circular plate cove ring the old well from 
which the lonm wap d indeed To compensate lor die lack of apoiuona, fleatien 
would in extremis be provided by mfloubla bags (flowed in (ho camalera on 
Mch atSLb.wkng 

Bight With enow dropping from die wheels 'JtdMH' oonttigna upwards before 
corning 10 dear the rock* 

Below Visible hdrs is the FOR shield ahead of the intakes and the orew entry 
door, ihe bottom half oi which ha* bttfk-fB Heps. The overall green colour from, 
which the HC-4 b Cake their 'junglie' sobriquet dates back lotha Wessex 
iWesdand-tmdt S-58), which Served in the same role until the Jaie eighties 



















Jtthftve left The day* »c iliAc! this lu north and the late afternoon sun 
emphasise* the wLldennnai balow 

Below loft Caught againal ihe sheer waU Of a mountainside deep in shadow. Uw* 
urcraft is lit up by the lent sun os it turns to run down the vhUny. This t esuiis 
Irani observing peacetime minimum height!, tn a combat situation 'Mi op' is the 
lait thing a taciicol halo want* to be and iho mission would ha flown much tower 

Above As wa head back to TrelCon iha hut rays of the Balling mm afford m 
opportunity Co more readily appraerate the contour* a! Che Sea King, The HC-4 
has proved a remarkably versatile and capable shifter of both soldiers and 
supplies. A capacious cabin and vary respectable umdarislimg Load capability 
keep# it much m demand 
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SlftLt Aircraft el belli from-lmo squadrons Itequenily deploy wtidrc^er Che 
Navy goes which could bo anywhere in (he world- No 845 Sqn hu deployed a 
number el aircraft Is the Cull on ships o4 various etna sea u ■oonakdarabde 
contrasl Id Hid conditions in Norway, bul entirely indicative of Ihn Sea King's 
versatility 


Above Dawn al Tiertsn. The squadron's six aircraft live (or three Hi&tuhi in the 
open on an arcs nd much bigger than a football pilch. The rod building has 
bean temporarily taken over as the line shack and operation] centre. As a 
forward operating base it is somewhat makeshift, but positively lu sunous when 
compared with the snow-hoLea the unit sometimes inhabits. The sudden thaw 
has turned the lop two inches nf the Geld into a quagmire very slippery and 
O move about On as the ounh below i* stilt frozen solid 








Above ‘ShArnJioJdfljV CB.M in Ihe line hul's crew mam and iho dally briefing 
geCB under way. Subjects covered include the day's leaking, reports (rom the 
various department heeds end the oil. important me! forecast. Thera may also be 
«™ recognition training (can yoa ldenuly a Leopard 3 main battle lank at 2000 
metre* 1 ?},, and words of wisdom from the Senior Pilot. £y«y squadron has a 
Senior Pilot who. nnliko tns American equivalent, doesn't get to be called 'Exec' 
or Ihe more madho 'XO\ ttii peculiarly British lot is to go through life as 
■3PLOT'. Incidentally, ihe persons with the long hair are waiting Wrena from the 
nearby brigade HQ at Lillihammer 

Righl With flying cancelled by foul weather the last thing anyone needed wu a 
caaevac. Fonunaiely (or this young man the dag lilted just aufficienily (or an 
aircraft to reach him. Faced with anew showers and low cloud, a circuitous lew 
tavd route following valleys and paths to ihe bn-w wimp el Sewheuu was 
necessary. At Umar the tieliwplar'i speed was reduced to walking pace «a 
wires were negotiated (®f which more anon}; it took a very high device of 
navigational and piloting aluM to complnic the extraction. Lest anyone doubts 
the stamina of today's youth thia tuneieen.yejr-old Koyal Marine suffering from 
acute appendicitis had no alternative but to struggle out to the aircraft through 
knee deep anew, carrying his own drip„ on toot 
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Left Having utdy negotiated the valleys below out two aiicrali elunb towards 
the mountain peak 

Above To gel sgjcbers to pUioos an uiAccevvtble an Hits lb difficuk even f9r a 
hoiLcppler. Thmre'» nowhere On Lhaakn.de-edge ridge big ea-ough CO actually 
land, and the pilot will have 1o maintain the hover whiLai everyone gets out 
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'Pupa' finally finds a spot sligtiUy 

down with enough loum hat alt 
thiea wheels. The once pristine finish 
has suffered much From the effects oE 
Qxhansi and oil generated by the 
luiboa-haf l engines 
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Above Yoovitton's other From hne jonghe agiLadron la 1MB and they loo deploy 
10 Norway during cha fr-tuirrtM season. Both turns must keep in practice whilst 
hontfr based,. and. frequently use Merry* eld, a salo-llito airfield. pome rtule* bom 
Yeo villon. for CALS- (Confined Arda Undings). Inching ihe big Sea King Into a 
clearing not mooh larger than the rotor disc la a tricky business pilot Nell 
Thompson and his uicrewnu manage (o make it look very easy 

Right The KC.4, has an exceptionally good h*V kit, which is actually better than 
thal fitted to Iho hi-lceh ptngera. The aircraft la therefore routinely flown single 
pilot The workload In suave rib dess high when fiying aa close 1o the trees nr ifd* 
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Safely down and a brief pause for the 
earner* before WO gu^rOLwd, and do 
it again 
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Left BAStjwts fruptipg the Castle Macon FAh’P ut South WjIm is the jemp-otf 
pornt foe a series ot HELAEM (and-arm our) exercises which pit the aircraft of 
3£A5 against innlcaon manoeuvre. lr. this case iha opposhion are some German 
Leopard 2t 



Above roc five purpose of this exercise one Gazelle controls each pete of TOW- 
armed Lynx. The Carella crew have lactic*] control and strive to get Lho Lynxet 
uiio good firing position* without the 'bad guys" seeing them. At the adjudged 
moment the weapons heJoa ace loid to 'unmask' and engage the target, li 
they Ve got it right the Lynx wilt be near enough to minuruie the flight lime of 
the missile (and thus iheir exposure to return fire) but far enough away So keep 
them out el trouble. This aircraft is jest settling into the Welsh giass us it wojei us 
tum at the camouflaged fuel bowser. Note the skill uity conceal nd vehicle 
blending into the hedgerow in the background 

Overleaf Returning to Veovrlton over the brute] Channel a Caselle esc ana Lis 
pair of Lynx. Ah throe aircraft ere filled with a iool-moented telescopic eighl for 
largel acquisition, Prominent from this angle is the Gazelle' = 'feneitren' 
shrouded toil rotor 
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Aho™ The Lynx is also an Anglo-French design. WesELuid have enhanced (he 
ha«c design considerably amen (he prototype WC J3 first Dew in March Ifl71, A 
Lyra far fed wilh Iho revolutionary BERF rotor currently bolds (he world speed 
record far Lis class at 240.09 ngrti. For die time being the Royal Marines still use 
th© Lynx AH.] version (which (he British Army have operated since 197GJ. along 
wilh the improved but externally almost (domicil MV 7. The airframe is 
essentialiy designed (or etifrry and endows a degree of flexibility thai 3BAS finds 
nseful. The Lynx is not a dedicated! attack helicopter; (an snack variant with a 
new fuselage wax schemed bui never left die drawing board). However, armed 
with eight baido-proven TQW missiles and wilh space in the cabin lor its own 
reloads, (he Lynx is not lo be taken lightly 

Right Back at CssLle Martin an g (her lurcniJl sits quietly in (he midday sun whilst 
the ersms brief. Still wearing the "otd standard' black and green Army point 
scheme this aircraft will eventually get the 'new standard 1 grey and green seen 
an the Gazettes. 
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Capable of berrying a niTLnl] infantry squad 07 recon team Lb a Lynx IB 
occasionally used For speetaiixed people moving. The people in que=uon will, 
by die niiiuiB of Itvelr ending, wish to bn deposited in i e mo-1 a-and inaccessible 
places where it may not be possible tor the helo io land. Xo miner, the Soya] 
Marines ere dab hinds at abseiling, and a ho liccplo r is as good a place to do it 
from asanyi Thus cl course ta a training see a son at Yeovllton. ft couple oE hours' 
window in Urn fly pro is being taken full advantage oC by cycling as many 
Marines as possible through some , !lieil■*fa*allirlg , 
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HRHand 

other 

visitors 


Teovihoxi'a jubilee year in 1990 was 

marked by a spectacular air display. 
Fot the occasion HRH Princess 
Alexandra gracitHisEy consented :□ 
unveil a commemorative plaque, and 
aiflo to offitiaUy ©pen (tie newly 
Bimnded pan of the rAAMuuw. 
The rain having with proper respect 
abated jost m the RAF Queen’* Flighi 
Anri over came 10 u halt, Cnpt She rcliif 
greets her Royal Kighn&sg. A sign of 
the iron bled time* wc live in is the 
anft-miaaLle iidrnired iarruner housed 
in the Andover's extended tailcone 


Overleaf The Finer Air Arm's 
Phantom FG I multi-role fighters 
were baaed at Y*ovjj(on from Match 
1869 until 1972. when NoBteSqn, 
ended ita long association wnlh the 
aerodrome end transferred to RAF 
Leudhara in Scotland. The Navy's 
Phantoms continued to be embarked, 
from Leuchan aa required until KMS 
A rk Royal paid off in 1978, Painted in 
a willing gloss black pami achomo 
by No 111 { 'Treble Ono')Sqn, this 
PhantMiiFG.1 ii not an est-RN 
machine, having been fliiginahy 
issued to No 43 Sip! ai bouchara in 
1869. No 191 Sqn 'a careful husbandry 
of the few remaining airframe hours 
on XVBH2 allowed Uve aircraft to 
complete its scheduled nunibor of 
ainshow appearances in 1990. It is 
hoped that 3CV582 will end her days in 
honourable reaxement at the RAF 
Museum (Dannie SuldrYt 
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YeovlKon'iFemillie* Day. flJior Itw demise of HMS Ark Royal In 1070 all of (he 
Navy's Buccaneer* were absorbed by the RAF; this example ia operated by 
No 30H Sqn in the maritime strike role from EAF Loutemoath in Scotland 
Following the somewhat undo r-poweredS,l version, (he Spey-engmed 
Buccaneer S.2, first flew in May 1063, entering Fleet service in IB65. After the 
cancellation of (he TSE .2 and F- III r the RAF signed in I960 Eot 43 new-build 
Buceaneei S.2*. Whatever their initial misgivings about operating a 'hand me* 
down' navalaucraft, die RAF soon realized dial (he '(aster, lower lower, 
kmgvr' Buccaneer had. (ew r if any, equals m the low level a Ink a role. Designed 
by the Blackburn Aircraft Company at Brough in Humberside, iho Buccaneer 
has an exceptionally strung airframe; many people believe that the 'flute 1 wasa’i 
so much boil! aa laid down on a keel and launched! 

Riff hi The Families" Day flying display featured two helicopter aerobatic teams. 
The 'Rotavators' were formed by 707 Sefti specially for the occasion [any 
resemblance, as the squadron'a commentator put It, between their name and an 
itam of agricultural machinery being entirely intentional}. The 'Sharks' are a 
raflier more permanent ouiUl; based at RN AS Cutdrose, the Sharks are justly 
lamp us for their delightful exploitation of the Caselle's grace and agility. 

Despite (he gaihering situw. they managed to fit in their Cull lOLtune. including 
this spectacular cross-over break 




























Above Another denizen of the Museum is the Supcimannc Scimitar F, L an 
urcruft which, but lei the advent of the Sea Harrier, would have been the Navy' 5 
last aLngla.seai currier-bome fighter. The FAA received the first of it* 76 
Seim Kara in June 1948, In addition to its powerful built-in armament of four 
30 mm Aden cannon, iho Scinuimr wax capable of carrying 94 un-guided tiHo- 
Uir rocitela, four Sidewin der AAM&. four Bullpup AS Ms Oil a lachcat nuclear 
weapon, DespLle a combined £2,500 lbs el Thrust from jts iRolb-Eoyca Avon 
turbojels, the Scimitar was steadfastly subsonic in level flight, Although popular 
with its pilots, who enjoyed particularly good visibility from the cockpit, the 
Sennit,ir is mnsily remembered (or its copious fuel leaks which required 
dustbins rather than drip trays 

Left Using a curved approach technique, the Fleet Air Arm gumnd distinction of 
being the first service to operate the Vought F4U Corsair fighter-bomber ataea 
In World War 2, the US Navy having decided thal the view over the Corsair's 
Long snout wax unacceptable when the aircraft was low, alow and note high on 
the final approach 'Never mind the deck, /ceuJdn 7 even ace the earner" was 
how one American piloi put it. Featuring clipped wing dps which allowed the 
aircraft to 6i the xnudtor hangar decks of British carriers, the Museum's 
example. KD43 3. is an F4LT-6, designated Corasir Mb 4 in FAA, service 
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FRADU and the flight of 
the Heron 


Right Heron Flightislocated on the south side oE the airfield and probably hu 
the moHi wide-ranging responsibilities el any unit on the station. Operating & 
ainglt Heron, and a fleet o[ 3-An ]et*treams r Heron Flight is die Navy's airline, 

ferrying paBsenge tb and small teams of priority cargo speedily and efficiently. It 
Bdae has the Historic night wider its wing and acts .is the Aircraft Servicing 
night (ASTI for a wide variety of visaing aircraft The (light line Is also shared 
with the Hunters, Falcons and Canberra* of FRADU. The ]et*trnam soon here * 
the latest version to be taken ett strength by the Navy; powered by American 
Garrett TPE331 turboprop* turning Brnsal', Dowry propeller*, this s!nek aircraft 
tfl baBed on the luoeeaaJal Jetstream 3 | business and commuter airliner 

Below Originally used as cargo aircraft by the American package-carrying 
grant Federal Express, seme sixteen refurbished and re-equipped Daasmili 
Falcon ZDs are operated by Flight Refuelling ltd on behalf of the Navy to 
perform target towing and electronic warfare training dunes 
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Two vwwi of (ha FRADU'a iiiuidirtakiiiily marked Canberra TT, 18 targe l (owing 
aircraft. The Rushrnn tucgni aynir-ra earned under ih© winga :» capable of 
rijnuUting radar and inlrarad targ&ia. Apart from (ho rolativoly minor 
modifiMtiona rMpiuod io adapt iho aircraft ferlaxgai towing. Lhu Canberra La 
irlftirtlly identical Do (he RAF B.2 bostihos: vorejon which a stored service in 
October tftSO ( -.Wj c r MaciTtrWC> 
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The much-Joved, Fiirey Swordfish is one ol the taw gieni combat aircraft which 
bcciLme legend* m ihoir a™ lifetime, First flown in prototype form tn April 
L&34, the Swordfish was thought by many to be obrotate when World War £ 
brgkci out five years Laler But on the night of 10-11 October 1 94-0, two wave* of 
Swordfish Ha em, the earner HMS Uiiainaus attacked the Italian naval bass at 
Taranto and rank three batlleahaps. a cruiser, two destroyers and other 
warships. A ‘■Strungbag’ Irpm HMS Art JfoyaJ jammed tho rudder of the German 
banteshrp Bientarck with a torpedo tn Kay 1941. ail owing the Navy's pursuing 
capital ships to catch and smk her in the North Atlantic. A large volume would 
be requited to do justice lo the other exploits of this smarting machine. Thunks 
tp the Historic Flight, iho courage of the crews who manned the Swordfish is 
appropriately eomntomoraied. The while and gray camcuflago scheme 
currontly worn by the Flight's Swordfish is representative of that applied to the 
aircraft when it was engaged in convoy protection duties in tho North Atlantic 
during ISM ( Wse' Wae^fensie) 
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Despite appearances, the Sea Hamer And ilia Fairvy Firefly*?* not llymg in 
formation but travelling at different speeds. The Sea King helicopter from which 
■Mac' MacKisnzte ink this photograph is Hying flat out to prevent the formating 
Firefly from stalling: it took several 'dummy tuna' hctqio the Sea Harrier and 
Firefly were simultaneously poaidcmed in 'Mac's' viewfinder. The Flight's 
Firefly IS an IK.fi fighter re wnnsiawnce version originally delivered to Hie 
Royal Australian Navy in the early fifties; a superb fund raising effort m tho 
wardroom of HMS Victorious enabled the aircraft to be transported back to the 
UK for resteiapaa t& Hying condition { ‘M*e' MteKoimo) 
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The Osprey SUPERB ASE series takes the 
enthusiast behind the scenes on the world’s 
major airbases. Here's what’s happening on 
the Yeovilton ramp today* * * 



SUPERBASE titles in print: 

I NELLIS ■ 2 MIRAMAR ■ 3 RAM5TEIN 
4 DECI ■ 5 MILDENKALL - 6 CHERRY POINT 
7 KADENA * 8 FALLON - 9 YUMA ■ 10 RITBURG 
11 UPPER HEYFQRD - 12 EDWARDS * 13 WILLIAMS 
14 FORT BRAGG - 15 NAVY JAX ■ 16 KANEOHE BAY 
17 EGLIN - 18 COLD LAKE ■ 19 DIJON 
20 BADEN SOLLINGEN * 21 BARKSDALE ■ 22 YEOVILTON 
Future SUPERBASE titles: 

HICKAM * NEW ORLEANS 
KEY WEST - EL TORO * KUBINKA 
TYNDALL ■ SEYMOUR JOHNSON 











